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Abstract

Myanmar not only produces agricultural crops for domestic consumption but also exports them
to foreign countries, thus earning foreign exchange. The country’s agricultural exports include
ten varieties of fruit: mango, watermelon, muskmelon, mangosteen, rambutan, lychee, longan,
jujube, banana, and pineapple. These fruits are now legally exported to China through newly
extended border trade routes. Myanmar exports over 941,000 tons of watermelon annually,
generating approximately USD 44.04 million, which ranks it 15" in the world. The primary
export destinations are China, Thailand, India, Singapore, and Bangladesh. Watermelon and
other fruits are exported daily via these border trade routes. During the 2020-2021 fiscal year,
total fruit exports exceeded 517,059 tons, valued at USD 188.381 million. Watermelon is the
fruit crop that generates the second-highest revenue, contributing nearly 6% of the overall fruit
export revenues. From 2018-2019 to 2022-2023, Myanmar exported watermelon to six
countries, primarily China and Thailand, which accounted for over 99% of total exports.
However, in 2021, COVID-19 restrictions disrupted exports of watermelon and muskmelon to
China. Delays in truck transportation impacted the quality of fruit, causing traders to be
cautious about transport times and profit margins. As a result, exporters began to explore
alternative markets, including the UAE, Qatar, and Singapore. While a favorable foreign market
benefits all actors in the value chain, challenges persist, such as high production costs due to
expensive inputs and technology, transportation issues, and taxes. Additionally, the availability
and pricing of watermelons grown in China can influence both demand and pricing for
Myanmar’s exports. Currently, Myanmar relies heavily on the Chinese market for its watermelon

exports, making it essential to diversify markets for long-term sustainability.

Research findings indicate that the trade cost for exporting one ton of watermelon from
Myanmar is approximately USD 705 for domestic wholesale price and USD 1,387 for the FOB
price. In comparison to other countries, Myanmar's watermelon production is relatively low,
having decreased to 0.14 million tons in 2022 from a high of 0.52 million tons in 2021. Despite
the low production volumes, Myanmar’s watermelons command higher market prices and are
of superior quality compared to those from most competing countries, with the exception of
China and Vietnam. China is identified as the most promising export destination, with a trade
potential of 91,000 tons. As China expands its global market presence, it is consistently working
to collaborate with there are continuous efforts to collaborate with partner countries.
Additionally, China is actively monitoring and adjusting trade policies in response to sectoral

needs.
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To ensure timely delivery and high-quality fruit exports in the future, Myanmar must enhance
its transportation infrastructure, particularly along border routes. In addition, investments in
cold storage and international-standard packaging are essential. It is also necessary to reduce
overdependence on any single market, stabilize market conditions, facilitate direct trade
between farmers and Chinese buyers, and provide training in modern farming methods and
cultivation systems. Further challenges include addressing the high cost of imported inputs,
lowering tax burdens, and offering farmers vital resources, technical assistance, and access to
real-time market information. Chinese buyers determine the purchasing price, and unsold
watermelons can result in significant losses due to return shipping costs. While governments
collaborate to prevent rejections and returns of export goods, exporters must meet buyer

demands.

Government and private sector cooperation is essential, particularly in establishing input
committees (such as those for fertilizers, pesticides, and seeds), and in providing mobile
applications for timely market data. Watermelon significantly contributes to Myanmar’s export
earnings. Consequently, government agencies should focus on developing logistics networks,
especially for border trade routes, while also supporting advancements in cold storage,
packaging technology, and adherence to international standards. Policy recommendations
include enhancing access to trade information, expediting permit processing, lowering trade
costs through digital solutions, and fostering stronger public-private partnerships. Additional
market research is necessary. Farmers must gain access to high-yield, quality varieties, modern
cultivation practices, and post-harvest technologies. Furthermore, it is crucial to improve
knowledge regarding pesticide residue inspection and quality control. To ensure high-quality
watermelon production, farmers need access to essential technology, inputs, and credit
facilities. Given the perishable nature of watermelons, investing in post-harvest technologies is
crucial. To reduce reliance on the Chinese market, it is necessary to explore new markets,
engage in international trade fairs, and implement promotional strategies. Myanmar should
adopt both short- and long-term strategies for export promotion, technology exchange, and

market linkage, facilitated through strong public-private partnerships.

Keywords: Watermelon export; Trade diversification; Market access; Agricultural infrastructure;

Public-private partnership

Xi
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