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Abstract

Myanmar's farmed and wild aquatic sector performs a significant role in generating
foreign income through exports. According to FAO data, Myanmar is one of the major aquatic
products producing countries, ranking 6™ globally in aquaculture production, 18" in marine
capture fisheries, and 4t in freshwater inland fisheries. In the 2023-2024 fiscal year, Myanmar
exported 522,570 metric tons of aquatic products to over 40 countries, earning US$729 million.
During this period, over 75% of these exported products were primarily shipped to Asian
countries, with Thailand accounting for 50% and China for 25%, making these two country the

key trading partners for Myanmar.

Although marine fisheries contribute the largest share of output in total aquatic
production in Myanmar, production levels remain relatively low compared to other countries
in the region. On the other hand, freshwater fisheries production levels in Myanmar was almost
similar with India and Bangladesh, making this sector more promising sector for exports.
Myanmar is currently working to increase its aquatic product exports, which are six to eight
times lower than those of its neighboring countries. As 20,000 metric tons of Myanmar's
freshwater fish exports to Saudi Arabia in 2018 were restricted due to the food safety standards,
the country is now working with external organizations to obtain Best Aquaculture Practice
(BAP) certification to regain market access. Additionally, the European Union has permitted
the import of Myanmar's aquatic products since May 2019, which has further expanded its

access to international markets.

Research findings indicate that Myanmar ranked third in Asia for live fish exports and
second for fresh fish exports. The main export markets for live, fresh, frozen, and fish fit, dry
and smoke fish, as well as fish fillets and other crustaceans, are China, Thailand, and other
Asian countries. When comparing the Free on Board (FOB) prices of the aforementioned aquatic
products mentioned above, there are price fluctuations depending on the destination country
and product type. However, it is evident that the FOB prices of aquatic products from Myanmar
are generally lower than those from other Asian countries. Furthermore, most of the
aforementioned aquatic product in Myanmar demonstrate strong global market
competitiveness, as evidenced by their Revealed Comparative Advantage (RCA) values for
exceeding 4, and their Symmetric Revealed Comparative Advantage (RSCA) values are greater
than 0.6. This indicates that these products have a significant comparative advantage in the

global market. Myanmar’s aquatic products are competitive in the global market in terms of
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quantity, improving their quality is necessary to achieve price parity with other competing

exporting nations.

Myanmar has successfully registered approximately 11 types of aquatic products in the
General Administration of Customs of the People's Republic of China (GACC) to export to China
signing SPS Protocol align with the standards of both GACC and the European Union. By
establishing similar agreements with key trading partners such as ASEAN countries, India,
Japan, and Korea, Middle East countries, Myanmar can further expand and strengthen its trade
sector. For the development of Myanmar's fisheries sector, the Myanmar Fishery Federation
(MFF) and the Myanmar Fishery Product Processor and Exporter Association (MPEA) is leading
collaborative efforts among traders to implement value-added processing projects. While there
has been a shift in focus from natural fishing to aquaculture due to the depletion of natural
resources, the Department of Fisheries is also conducting continuous monitoring to address

the decline in natural fish resources.

Although Myanmar's fisheries and aquaculture sector has significant potential in the
export market, it needs to address several key areas to overcome current challenges. These
include upgrading infrastructure such as cold chain logistics and transportation systems, ports,
cold storage facilities, ice factories, and warehouses. It's also essential to develop technologies
that meet international quality standards and reform policies for sustainable fishing and
aquaculture, product innovation and value-adding. In addition, the country needs to adopt
modern aquaculture techniques, encourage investment in research and development, and
strengthen marketing and technology promotion to further boost production. To double
exports, increasing the production of high-value fishery products that meet international
standards requires implementing environmental measures, securing stable markets, ensuring
adequate raw materials and operational equipment, and advancing technological development
and human resource capacity. Additionally, Myanmar's monetary policies should be adjusted
as necessary to be focused on the smooth and timely export of goods during certain periods.
In the long term, collaboration among the government, the private sector, and international

organizations is needed to promote trade facilitation and export channels for this sector.

Key words: aquatic products, trade facilitation, trade potential, pricing competitive advantage,
RCA, RSCA
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