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THE STATE LAW AND ORDER RESTORATION
COUNCIL :

Myanma Marine Fisheries Law
The State Law and Order Restoration Council Law
No. glgo
2nd Waxing Day of Kason 1352 M.E.
{25th April 1ggo)
The State Law and Order Resteration Council hereby
emacts the following Law:-—

CuapTER [

Title and Definition

1. This Law shall be called the Myanma Marine
Fisheries Law.
2, The following expressions contained in this Law
shall have the meanings given hereunder:—
(a) Minister mesns the Minister of Livestock
Breeding and Fisheries;
() Department means the Department of Fisheries;
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Director General means Director General of the

Department of Figheries;

Officer-in-charge of the Department means the
Officer-in-charge of the Fisheries Department

of the State/Division, the Township Zone or

the Township;

Inspector means State, Division, Zone and
Township Officers-in-charge of the Department,
any officer of the Department assigned the duties
of an Inspector by the Director General, and
any individual assigned the dutics of an Inspector
by the Ministry from time to time;

f) Myanma Marine Fisheries Waters means the

waters along the sea cosst of Myanmar from the
high tide mark toward the open sea, the waters
on the seaside of the straight line drawn from
one extreme end of one bank to the extreme end
af the other bank of the river and creek mouths,
the waters from the said high tide mark to the
end of the Exclusive Economic Zone;

.b[g'_i Fish means all aquatic organisms spending the

whole of or & part of their life cycles in the water,
their spawns, larvae, frys and seeds. This
expression also includes aquatic plants, their
seedlings and seeds;
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Fithery means carrying out operations relating
to fish in a systematic manner, production ¢n 2
commercial scale, conservation of seeds and for
development. This expression also includes
catching, breeding, exploring, reacarching,
seeding, propagating, processing, transporting,
etoring and selling of fish etcetera;
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i) Fu.hmg means catching, collecting, inducing,
purau.mg stupefying and killing of fish. This
expression also includes works in support of
and preparatory to fishing operations;

" 00} Inshore Fishery means fishery carried out in the
" ipshore area along the Myanmar coast as
determined by the Director General as inshore

fishery area;

(k) Offshore Fishery means fishery carried out in the
. Myanma Marine Fisheries Waters as determined
hrﬂm Director General as offshore fishery area;

Fishing Implement means things and equipment
- used in fishing;

Ground means the fishery waters in the
Hy:nmn: Marine Fisheries Waters or place
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This expression also includes Myanma

. fishery.

g Aarine Fisheries Waters or place, where fishery

can be cammed owt;

"n} Fishing Vessel means any vesscl engaged n

fiching. This expression also includes carfis n
gupport of the same;

{u} Local Fishing Vessel means @ fishing vessel
helonging to any citizen and which is registered

i the country;

(p) Foreign Fishing Vessel means a vessel belonging
to a torcigner which is registered in any foreign

COUDEry,

[q) Master of the Vessel means a person who controls
and takes chorge or meintzins a fishing vessel
cither permanently or  temporarily. This
expression does not mclude 2 pilot;

(r) Marine Products means fishes abtained from the
sca, aquatic organisms, their excrety, sciles,
bones, skins, plants, non-living things. This
expression also includes matine turtle and cggs,
crocodile and egps, ereb, ambergris, oyeter shell,
clam shell, mussel, coral, sea sponge, sa weed,
moss, algac elceters;
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) Stte for collecting Marine Products means waters
or plice determined by the Department for
. collecting marine produets contained in sub-
gection(r);

{t) Fisherman means 2 person who takes part in
~ fishing, processing or collecting marine products

() Licence means a licence issued by the Department
* for fishery within the Myanma Marine Fisheries
Waters or colleeting Marine products for sale,
Cor establishing fishery on commercial scale for
~ gport fishing or canrying out other enterprises
" relating to fish;

(8) Licence Holder means a person who has obtained
~alicence lor carrying out the enterprizes contained
in sub-sectionfu);

) Licence Fee means fee payable for carrving out
‘those enterprises contained in sub-seetion (u).
"This expression includes fee payeble for fishing
Simplement, fee payeble for fishing vessel, fee
‘where tenders are floated for specihed fishing
arca, tee for collecting of marme products
Mor aale, fee for eollecting oysters for culturing
-;um*ls, fee for collecting frvs, seeds, larvae, plant
-=~ sedlings and tee for other enterprises relating
Lh fish etcetera;




c:qmgﬁt:%:q]ﬁmgn%m'x:uqrﬁaﬁjh aﬁmqﬁdca-

A O0ETY] T2 ﬁwsgﬁ:ﬁm&:ﬂﬁ:l sanvtamn

[ Eu C C £ 'i'_ 'l'h

@S BLIEIEGDRIZFES u:FI;.g.:E OO

e m@:-m:ﬁn%l 3::1:-:-5{5 GU:GQG'}GEE]QJ&
madmanmpic; U aopda

o= o i Cw . A8 Lt u ] 4

[:r_-} .-@m:::.m Spé té%ccmr:} cBuunch %:.-::.:::;.

Eﬁq:g_uﬂnci?aeuﬂtznquungﬁﬁéngc:qé:.:;.

@EEEmtﬁmm:m ol lsul 3397““"'153:"‘-’.;‘27’“3“ =

(%) Citizen includes sn associate citizen or a
naturalized citizen, The said expression also
includes an economic organization formed with
loeal investment only and Cooperative Societies
formed under the Cooperatives Societies Law;

[#) Forefgner means a perscn who is not a citizen,
The said cxpression also includes an CeOnOmic
organization formed with foreign  investment
only.
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Application for Licence

modt () o :
¢ A person desiring to carry out inshore fishery, shall
ﬁéngﬂnﬂ,ﬁmg%& ly for a licence to the Officer-in-charge of the

jgpartment of the respective Township in the prescribed
pu s c liegbeds apdeieSomandd cidocqgeqimod aplication form.
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" A person desiring to carry out offshore fishery, shall

for licence to the Officer-in-charge of the Depart-
of the respective State/Division in the pres-
zpplication form.

S A person desiring to carry out fishery under the
on of Myanmar Foreign Investment Law or for

fi
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-_ ventures in fishery shall apply for a licence to the
gctor Genertl in the prescribed application form,

A person desiring to collect maring producis for sale
1 IFPI}’ for a licence to the Officer-in- LIHITIIE of the
: menr of the respective Township in the prescribed
form.

A person desiring to cstzblish fishery on commercial
le for sport fishing shall apply for a licence to the
—m-dmrga: of the Department of the respective
smship in the prescribed application form,
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" Payment of Duties and Fees

' person whe has obtained a lieence shall pay the
owing dutics end fees in the mannct prescribod by the
Spartment :—

{m} t@ﬁn:_ (&) Licence F

[ . ae
{:::] wesomte[ml E5;_.- Registration Fee;
(o) sabelmn * Fincs;
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[f the licence holder lisble to pay the duties and fees
| citizen shall pay the dutics and fees in Myanmar
and if it is a joint venture carried on with a
pner they shall be peid in foreign currency as
"~~ by the Department.
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Repgistration

. Fishing vessels carrying out fishery in the offshore,
oo enéteoic kogdeds pbmifemn chudiequoaiyaoogs facgisierin the maaner prescribed by the Departmedit

:*-E SRS =2 11’Eum*:nljﬁé3mu-'nmc.; uﬂgtmqt.lfll A peraie dmai:'ing to work as a fisherman in a

g vessel shall register in the manner prescribed by
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< Fishing grounds shall be determined s required by
¢ Department and fishing rights shall be granted to
f2ens.  But preference shall be given to citizens in the
f==_' grounds between the baselines and the coast, as

ilared in the Territorial Sea and Maritime Zones Law.
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Ei!c':':':”'“'d“*"';':'“ E i 'T'-'”T“': E"'I”E“ Fishing grounds shall be determined as required,

G 'J.-Ir:n.:na] :r:-|3|5::9 é:qyrfn:um Iﬁfﬂﬂum-ﬂ c:T.-:c-L the Myanma Marine Fisherics Waters bevond the
r:$ Eq mﬁm.cﬁe e n?a“flmo% ma’i&m}m‘]n" mes and fishing rights! may be granted by the
s ) Imﬂmm : ::-.:.5 n:aé Eacme:-— ent in the following order:—

2 ) joint venture enterprise formed between state

economic organization and foreigner;
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(#) joint venture enterprise formed between citizen
and Toréigner,

15. Fishing grounds shall be determined as required,
in the Myznma Marine Fisheries Waters beyond the
yaselines, and fishing rights shall be granted by the
Pepartment for any one of the following purposes:—

{a) carrying out fishery by a foreign fishing vessel
after registering in the counry; ;

(B) carrying out fishery by a foreigner, with ¢ hired
local fshing veasel;

(¢) earrying out joint venture fishery with a

foreigner, using a fishing vessel registered in the
country., -
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lay E$ seequ qJLu:a:-:fn i 3¢ :qum:ﬁ e aw &
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In determining the fishing grounds under section 14
if section 15 the Director Genperal in  exceptional
circumstances may grant fishing rights in the fishing
nds between the baselines and the coast.

mafs (6)
| Seobqfpdiensofsf confyeiflplys
T
(m} mcquéjgs mg%mwdmrﬁ 5:5:5:1.1:m

H GU.ca:':u:quél

0D OpSHTREIIEE DT
() ?qu%@m 135 3¢

C.HH.P'IEH VI

ies and Rights of a Licence Holder

BT "The licence holder:—
(=) shall pay the duties and fees payable, in the
manner specified by the Department;

. {B) shall comply with the regulations and directives *
v preseribed by the Department;
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‘{¢} shall take prior permission from the Directer
~ Gegeral for carrying out rescarch in fishery
in the Myanma Marine Fisherics Waters,
excepting the exclusive economie zone. If it
18 desired to carry out research in fishery in the
exclusive economic zone, ap application shall
be made in accordance with section 2o of the
Territorial Sea and Meritime Zones Law:

. Ed} shall provide nufrss.ar:.r services free of charge
0 persons who have been sssigned duties to
econduct research on a fishing vessel to observers
and to trainees:

Izj shall appoint on board his vessel only those
. fishermen who are registered in the Department.

The: licence holder has the right to carry out the
hery in sccordance with the terms prescribed in the

Cuaprter VII
wers of the Depariment and the Director General

Officer-in-charge of the Department of the
winship my,a.ftcranmﬂn}rn{ the applmam:t submitted
fieler section 3, issue a licence it is in conformity with
1€ terms prescribed by the Department,

g _‘H the Officcr-in-charge of the Department of the
bwnship after serutiny of the application submitted

]
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pder gection 6 or section 7, finds thet it is in conformity
gith the terms preseribed by the Department, shall issue
| licence'only after ubtaining the approval of the Officer-
g-charge of the Department of the State or Division.

g1, If the Officer-in-charge of the Department of the
State or Division zfter seruting of the application
thmitted under seotion 4, finds that it is in conformity
the terms prescribed by the Department, shall issue
cence but only after obtaining the approval of the
Director General.

The Directar General shall determine the
.l' E:_
(a) type of fishery, volume of business and dutics
and fees:

{#) method of catching fish, period of fishing,
species of fish permitted to catch, size of fish,
fishing implement and fishing grounds;

(e} Licenee conditions.,

"-.i The Director Generazl may, for the purpose of

ping out the fishery systematically, end for the
Bhgervation and protection of the fish, issue conditions,
fehibitions, orders, and directives relating to fishery.
- If there is reasonable ground or if it is necessary in
B€ interest of the State, the Director Generel Ry
#uspend, revoke, terminste or cancel any licence.

afther, the conditions and fishing grounds originally
Btermined may also be rovised. .

11




25, Notwithstanding anything contained in the existing
Jaws, the Director General may, where action is taken

for violation of any provisions of this Law, act as
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o:g: '_u?:: &g 2135 fypoan snopooafh may be necessary the fishing vessel, fishing

:_':-:H-l LEEEI:II cﬁgcpcz:l a..E*t -:'qmb:mg Eﬂ & implement, fishes and other articles and mo

'.; () returning ﬂ'L:'*.Eshing veszel or impl::meut and
permitting resumption of the operation, on the
licence holder or the owner furnishing sufficient
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{¢) allowing the licence holder or owner to redeem

(n) ':ﬁlmu:t:qm:ééﬁ ﬂ:uu.mgm w20 ::::l:':-:-,_,h 5

|
| So07 9 s50IEE0E GO0 citel :Eu..r.rr:u I the fishing vessel and fishing implement, on
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':m) "‘i'."m% () =q cqprgegst sobelmiegyyai) 3 {d) causing the procecds of sale under sub-section
et liecmio surmtssofztam y (a) and the fines to be deposited in the bark.
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{a) shall determine the payment, in Myznmar
curreney "in the case of a citizen, in foreign
curtency in the caze of a foreigner from abroad
or where g foreigner participates in a joint
Venture;
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[IJ} may determine, in exceptional cascs, payment
g of duties and fees payable by 2 foreigner in
. Myanmar eurrency.
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49, The Director General, may delegate his powers
srred under this Law, to any officer of the Depart-
at or any Officer-in-charge of the Department.

58 Where 2 licence holder applies for a copy of the
ience upon the licence issued by the Depattment being
destroyed or lost, the Depastment may issue a copy of
the licence after causing the 1‘11;3|:I.'!Ihﬂd fee to be paid.

aq. If it is found on inspection that 4 licence holder

s transferred the licence which has been issued to him

40 any other person:—

(a) if the licence has been issued for inshore
fishery, the Officer-in-charge of the Department
of the Township shall withdraw it;

[b} if the leence has been issued for offshore
fishery, the Officer-in-charge of the Department
of the State or Division may withdraw if.
Such withdrawal shall be submitted to the
Director General and his coneurrence obtained.

Cuapter VIII

Duties and Powers of the Inspector

._ In conformity with the manner leid down in the
wrocedure, the Inspecter shall earry out the following:—

(i) inspecting the fishing vessel and fishing imple-
ment, fish and fishery within the area assigned

53
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to him, or anywhere within the Myanma
Marine Fisheriee Waters specifically ﬂ.aslgn:d.
by the Director General;

(b) stopping, boarding, accompanying, ingpecting

and searching any fishing vessel in the Myanma
Marine Fisheries Waters without s warrant;

(¢) requistioning, examining and taking copies of

the licence, registration ceitificate, ship's log-

book and other papers required to be kept on -

the fishing vessel;

{d) interrogating, directing the master, crew and

fishermen as may be necessary;

(€) in the case of vio lations of any of the prohibitions

under this Law seizing the fishing vessel and
materials found therein;

(f) arresting and prosecuting any person whao

violates any of the provisions of this Law;

(g) seizing explosive substanecs, poison, chemicals,

and other things not permitted to be used in
fishing;

(h) depositing in the bank after the proceeds of the

sale of the fish and other things seized which
are subject to speedy decay;
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(#) while discharging his duties soliciting  and
taking the assistance of the Prople's Police
Force, whenever required;

(7) carrying out duties, specially assigned from
time to time by the Director General relating to
fishery.

s

CuaprTer [X

Duties of the Master of the Vessel

Master of the ﬁﬁhing vesse] i-—

(@) shall abide by the terms and conditions contained
in the licence;

(&) shall hang the licence 2nd registration certificate
prominently at the wheel house of the vessel:

(c) shall maintzin ship’s log-book and fiching data
book as preseribed by the Department;

(d) shall hoist the flag of the Union of Myznma
on the fisking vessel, when it is in the Myantma
Marine Fisheriecs Waters:

(e) shall be responsible for the safety of the
inspector, rescarchers, observers and trainees
who arc on board the vessel:

(f) shall comply with * orders and directives
preseribed by the Department from- time to

time..
15
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Cuarrer X
Appeals

' {a) If diseatisfied with the order or decision of the
Officer-in-charge of the Department, an appeal
miy be filed with the Director General within
30 davs on the reccipt of such order;

& ﬂl} No further appeal skell lie on the decision of

the Director General relating to inshore fishery;

l () If dissatisfied with the order or decision of the

Dircctor General relating to offshore fishery
under sub-gectionfa), except the case mentioned
under sub-section (b}, an appeal may he filed
with the Minister within 30 days of the receipt
of the order. The decision of the Minister shall
be finzl.

Crarter XI

Prohibitions

§. No person shall without a licence, engage in inshore

§:  No person shall without a licence, engage in offshore
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gs. The holder of the licence shall not violate anV of
the conditions contained in the licence,

The holder of the licence shall not transfer his

Hc:; person shall engape in the industry with the
Jicence obtained by way of transfer under section 36.

8. No person shall keep on board the fishing vesscl,
splosive substances, poisons, chemicls and such other
dai us substances not prrm{th'd for use in ﬁ'shing.

89. No person shall dispose of living aquatic creatures
gt any matcrial into the Myanma Marine Fisheries
Waters to couse pollution of water or to harass fishes
pd cther marine oreanisma.

4 Mo person shall search for and collect any marine
products without a licence.

$1. No person shall establish a fishery on commercial
gale for sport fishing in the Mysnma Marine Fisheries
Waters without a licence.

42. No person shall harass, assault the Inspector while
{ J'ging bis duties.

3. No person shall serve as fisherman on board a
g vessel registered under this Law, without
tgistering in the Department,

g
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Cuarrer XI1

Offences and Penalties

: 'Whnnu is found guilty of violating any of the
Bvisions of scction 33, section 41 or scction 42 shall
le to be punished with fine which may extend 10
5,000 or with imprisonment which may extend
6 months or with both.

& Whoever is found puilty of violating any of the
wns of section 34, section 17, section 39 ur, suetion
shall be liable to be punished with fine which may
gtend to kvits 10,000 or with imprisonmeent witich may
tend to 1 year or with both,

b, If o licence holder is found guilty of vielating any
f the provisions of section 35 or 36, he shall be lizble
10 be punished with fine which may extend o kyats 5,000
¢ with imprisonment which may extend 10 6 months
pr with both.

7. Whoever s found guilty of violating any of the
rovisions of section 38 shall be hizble 1o be puished
ith fine which may extend to kvats 50,000 or with im-
riecnment which may extend to 3 years or with both.

B:  Whoover s found guilty of violating any of the
ovisions of section 43, shell be liable 10 be punisheg
fith fine, which may extend 1 kyats oo or with im-
risonment which mey extend 1o 1 month or with both,

18
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3 ,f[‘f the Court finds one guilty of an offence under
' 44, =cction 45, section 40 or scction 47 the

brought before the Court may be administered
be necessary or it may be confiscated.

W'Immer ahete or attempts or azcts in common
' i in the mmmmsmn of an nﬁenfe under |Jus

CHaAPTER XIII
Miscellaneous

. With respect to rights to carry on fishery under
ais Law, the Mirdster, of his own accord may make the
lowing orders:—

(@) permitting to carry on fishery in the Myanma
 Marine Fisheries Waters ; '

(B} in the interest of the State suspending, revoking,
terminating or cancelling the licence issued
by the Depertment, permitiing sfter serutiny
on re-appheation, f 2oy,

0 If the master of the vessel fails to keep the fishing
iplement in the preseribed manner while traversing
& watcrs outside the fishing area shall be deemed
be engaged in fishing.

13
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" The Department is entitled to appropriate only
amount necessary for research, development and

gervation of species of fish for the fishery, out

'F the fund not exceeding five per cent of the duties
?_fﬁ:n collected from the fishery.

In sending up a case for violation of this Law it
] not be necessary to produce the cxhibits which are
sible to be produced before the Court or those
jits for which the Director General has taken
n under section 25, but shall submit a report to
¢ Court as to the manner the exhibits have been dis-
sd of and other supporting documentary evidence.

. Provisions contained in sub-section (1) of section
of the Criminal procedure Code that any offence

vhich an order for conviction or acquittal has been

shall not be tried again, shall not apply to actions
ten by the Director General under this Law.

Notwithstanding anything contained in any other

under this Law shall not affect any action taken
f the Director General under this Law.

7- Prior sanction shall be obtained from the Depart-
nt for building a fishing vessel or for importing
ly from abroad to be used in offshore fishery.

. Cases sent up for trial under this Law, shall
- deemed to be cognizable cases.
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»  No prosecution or suit shall lie against any public
svant for anything which i1s done in good faith in
suance of this Law.

go. Relating to marine fishery, provisions of the

es Act, Rules and Directives shall be in force

in so far 23 they are not inconsistent with this

For implementing the provisions of this Law,
he Ministry concerned :—

(@) may with the approval of the Government,
issue necessary procedures ;
(b) may issue necessary orders and directives,

(5d.) Saw Mauvxg
SENIOR (GENERAL
Chatrman
The State Law and Order Restoration Council
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